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Lesson XXVIII.

THE TWO FRIENDS OF- SYRACUSE.

380 B.C.

1. MOST of the best and noblest of the Greeks held
what was called the Pythagorean philosophy. Pytha-
goras lived before the time of history, and almost
nothing is known about him, though his teaching and
his name were never lost.

2. The Pythagoreans were bound together in a brother-
hood, the members of which had rules that are now
not understood, but which linked them so as to form
a sort of club, with common religious observances and
pursuits of science, especially mathematics and music.
And they were taught to restrain their passions,
especially that of anger, and to endure with patience
all kinds of suffering; believing that such self-restraint
brought them nearer to the gods, and that death would
set them free from the prison of the body. The souls
of evildoers would, they thought, pass into the lower
and more degraded animals, while those of good men
would be gradually purified, and rise to a higher
existence.

3. Two friends of this Pythagorean sect lived
at Syracuse, in the end of the fourth century before
the Christian era. Syracuse was a great Greek city,
built in Sicily, and full of all kinds of Greek art and